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twelfth or thirteenth year he studied painting
under various masters, particularly Pieter
Lastmann in Amsterdam, who possibly
influenced his early work by introducing him
to Italian art and especially the art of
Caravaggio. He returned to Leyden about
1625, where he remained for the next six
years. He began his career as an etcher very
early, and etched beggars and picturesque
heads, including his own; also Christ
presented in the Temple. Other works of
this early period include his Philosopher
(National Gallery) and Supper at Emmaiis
(Paris). In 1631 he settled in Amsterdam,
where he set up a studio and took pupils.
Already one of the most industrious and
productive artists, Rembrandt found time to
paint a number of portraits and biblical
subjects and to etch forty plates in the year
1631. A masterpiece, The Anatomical Lesson,
dates from 1632, and with it his reputation as
a portrait painter was assured. In 1634 he
married Saskia van Ulenburgh (1613-42),
whom we know by the portraits her husband
made of her. The year of her death produced
the famous Night Watch. Commissioned by
an officers' guild, Rembrandt produced his
artistic masterpiece at the expense of his
popularity. His subjects, but for two in the
foreground, are in shadow and this first
flouting of the conventions was followed by
other financial failures. He was bankrupt
now and unfashionable, but he did not relax
his diligence. He continued to work with
undiminished energy and power. His
portraits, no longer of the wealthy burghers,
became less elaborate, more arresting and
displayed a deep insight into the characters
of his sitters. He reached the height of his
greatness with his self-portrait (National
Gallery) and with the portraits of Hendrickje
StofTels (with whom he lived after the death
of his wife). An important branch of his art
was landscape, which he continued to practise
till 1659. In his landscapes his use of light,
as in all his work, was effective and often
dramatic. To religious painting he brought
a simplicity without detracting from the
mystical significance of the subjects. His
works (preserved) total over 650 oil-paintings,
2000 drawings and studies, and 300 etchings.
He was not blind to the merits of Italian art,
but his own practice was founded on the
direct study of nature, both in human life
and landscape. His chiaroscuro is always
conducive to his purpose. No artist ever
combined more delicate skill with more
energy and power. His treatment of mankind
is full of human sympathy; his special study
was old age. See Lives by Vosmaer (2nd ed.
1877), Michel (trans. 1893), Rosenburg
(1949), de Beaufort (1959); books by M.
Bell (1907), Baldwin Brown (1907), Bode
(1897-1908); on the etchings by Hamerton
(1894), A. M. Hind (1912); C. H. de Groot's
Catalogue raisonng of 17th-century Dutch
painters (vol. vi; trans. 1916). See also
Drawings, ed. Benesch (6 vols. 1958).
REMIGIUS, St. See REMY.
REMINGTON, Philo (1816-89), American
inventor, born at Litchfield, N.Y., entered his
father's small-arms factory, and for twenty-
five years superintended the mechanical

department. The perfecting of the Remine
ton breech-loading rifles and the Remington
typewriter was largely clue to him.
REMIZOV, Alexei Mikhailovich (1877-1957,
Russian writer, born in Moscow, lived in St
Petersburg, but left Russia at the revolution
going first to Berlin and finally settling in
Paris. His writing is full of national pride
and a deep love of old Russian traditions
and folk-lore; it contains realism, fantasy
and humour. His main works are the novels
The Pond, The Clock, Fifth Pestilence and
Sisters of the Cross, legends, plays and short
stories.
REMUSAT, rav-mil-za, (1) Charles Francois
Marie, Comte de (1797-1875), was born
at Pans, son of the Comte de Remusat
(1762-1823), who was chamberlain to
Napoleon. He early developed Liberal ideas
and took to journalism. He signed the
journalists' protest which brought about the
July Revolution, was elected deputy for
Toulouse, in 1836 became undcr-sccretary of
state for the Interior and in 1840 minister of
the Interior. Exiled Lifter the coup d'etat
he devoted himself to literary and philo-
sophical studies, till, in 1871, Thiers called
him to the portfolio of Foreign Affairs, which
he retained until 1873. Among his writings
are Essais de philosophic (1842); Abelard
(1845); L? Angle terre an XVIII* siecle (1856);
studies on Sf Anselm (1853), Bacon (1857)
Channing (1857), John Woslev (1870) and
Lord Herbert of Cherhury (1874); Histoire de
la philosophic en Angle terre de Bacon a Locke
(1875); and two philosophical dramas
Abelard (1877) and La Saint Barthflemy
(1878). See his Correspondence (1883-86).
The Mdmoires (1879-80) and Lettres (1881)
of his mother, Claire, Comtcsse dc Remusat
(1780-1821), dame du palais to Josephine,
both translated into English, throw a flood
of light on the society of the First Empire and
the character of Napoleon.
(2) Jean Pierre Abel (1788-1832), French
physician and Chinese scholar, born at Paris,
took his diploma in medicine in 1813, but in
1811 had published an essay on Chinese
literature. In 1814 he was made professor of
Chinese in the College de France. Among his
numerous works are one on the Tartar
tongues (1820) and his great Grammam
chinoise (1822). He wrote also on Chinese
writing (1827), medicine, topography and
history, and Melanges (1843). In 1822 he
founded the Societe Asiatique, and in 1824
became curator of the oriental department
in the Bibliotheque Royale.
REMY, St (c. 438-533), Bishop of Rheims,
according to Gregory of Tours baptized
Clovis, king of the Franks, in the Christian
faith. He was known as the Apostle of the
Franks.
RENAN, Ernest, re-na (1823-92), French
philologist and historian, born at Tre"guierin
Brittany, till his sixteenth year was trained
for the church there, wholly under clerical
influences. He was one of the youths chosen
in 1836 by the Abbe Dupanloup for the
Catholic seminary of St Nicolas du Char-
donnet in Paris, whence, after three years, he
was transferred to St Sulpice and its branch
at Issy. As the result of the study of Hebrew